An Open Letter to Mormon Missionaries:

Thank you for the three booklets you gave me at the farmers’ market. | have read them
with interest. They are “The Gospel of Jesus Christ,” “The Plan of Salvation,” and “The
Family, a Proclamation to the World.”

Who Jesus is:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And
the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not...And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-5, 14)

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son, in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins, who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him: and he is before all things, and by him all things
consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father
that in him should all fulness dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of his
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in
earth, or things in heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the
faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye
have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof |
Paul am made a minister. (Colossians 1:13-23)

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high. (Hebrews 1:1-3)

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou
gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one. (John 17:21-22)

I and my Father are one. (John 10:30)

Here is the Gospel as we find it in the New Testament KJV:



Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For | delivered unto you first
of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures: and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve. After that, he was seen of
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present,
but some are fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15:1-6)

This gospel was preached by Peter in Acts 2:22-36:

Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among
you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves also know. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain,
whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible
that he should be holden of it. For David speaketh concerning him, | foresaw the Lord
always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: therefore
did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope,
because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy
with thy countenance. Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of
the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;
he seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses.

Three thousand souls were added to them that day:

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to
their number that day. (Acts 2:41)

This gospel was preached again in Acts 3:12-19:

And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at
this? Or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had
made this man to walk? The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the
presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. But ye denied the Holy One
and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince of life,
whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. And his name through
faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which
is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. And now,



brethren, | wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. But those things,
which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer,
he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted

out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.

Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was
about five thousand. (Acts 4:4)

Peter again preached the Gospel in Acts 10:34-47:

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of
persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted
with him. The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ: (he is Lord of all). That word, | say, ye know, which was published throughout all
Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. And we are
witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom
they slew and hanged on a tree: him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly,
not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before God, even to us, who did eat and
drink with him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach unto the
people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and
dead. To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in
him shall receive remission of sins. While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost
fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured
out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.
Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized,
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?

Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved. And as | began
to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the
word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did
unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?
When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath
God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. (Acts 11:14-18)

In all of these the deity, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus was the minimum of truth
which constituted the Gospel. Notice also that the baptism with water occurred after they
had received the Holy Ghost.

Paul the Apostle preached the same at Antioch in Acts 13:23-32:

Of this man’s seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour,
Jesus, when John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all



the people of Israel. And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that | am? |
am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet | am not
worthy to loose. Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever
among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. For they that dwell at
Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets
which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him. And
though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be
slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from
the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead: and he was seen
many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his
witnesses unto the people. And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise
which was made unto the fathers.

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men to
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time. (1 Timothy 2:3-6)

For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
(1 Corinthians 2:2)

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me. | do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the
law, then Christ is dead in vain. O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye
should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth,
crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works
of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (Galatians 2:20-3:2)

The passages above are a few of many such verses which describe the Gospel.
The Gospel is something that God alone does. The plan of salvation:

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen. (Matthew 28:18-20)

And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of
these things. (Luke 24:46-48)

Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan



unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which
are sanctified by faith that is in me. (Acts 26:17-18)

The plan includes preaching the Gospel and man’s response to the Gospel. The
following are a few descriptive responses to the Gospel.

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to

them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name,
which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. (John 1:11-13)

Subject: as many. Verb: received. Object: Him. Result: sons of God.

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:15-16)

Subject: whosoever. Verb: believeth. Object: in Him. Result: not perish, eternal life,
everlasting life.

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
(John 4:14)

Subject: whosoever. Verb: drinketh. Object: water that | give him. Result: never thirst,
everlasting life.

Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life. (John 5:24)

Subject: he. Verb: heareth, believeth. Object: my word, on Him. Result: no
condemnation, everlasting life, from death to life.

And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. (John 6:35)

Subject: he. Verb: that cometh, that believeth. Object: to me, on me. Result: never
hunger, never thirst.

I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he
shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life
of the world. (John 6:51)

Subject: he, any man. Verb: eat. Object: this bread. Result: everlasting life, live forever.



He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (John 7:38)

Subject: He. Verb: believeth. Object: on me. Result: rivers of living water.

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. (John 8:12)

Subject: He. Verb: followeth. Object: me. Result: light of life.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. (John
8:51)

Subject: a man. Verb: keep. Object: my saying. Result: never see death.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him,
Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that |
might believe on him? And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that
talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. And Jesus said,
For judgment | am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they
which see might be made blind. (John 9:35-39)

Subject: thou. Verb: believe. Object: Son of God. Result: might see.

I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and
find pasture. (John 10:9)

Subject: any man. Verb: enter. Object: the door. Result: saved.

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.
Believest thou this? (John 11:25-26)

Subject: he (though dead), whosoever (liveth). Verb: believeth. Object: me. Result:
live, never die.

I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in
darkness. (John 12:46)

Subject: whosoever. Verb: believeth. Object: me. Result: not abide in darkness.

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me. (John 14:6)

Subject: no man. Verb: cometh. Object: Father (by me). Result: Father.



Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so
send | you. (John 20:21)

Subject: ye. Verb: believe. Object: Jesus is the Christ. Result: life.

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Matthew
11:28)

Subject: all ye that labor. Verb: come, take, learn. Object: me, my yoke, of me. Result:
rest.

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
(Romans 10:9-10)

Subject: thou. Verb: confess, believe, believeth, confession. Object: Lord Jesus, that
God hath raised him. Result: saved, righteousness, salvation.

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Romans 10:13)
Subject: whosoever. Verb: calls. Object: upon the name of the Lord. Result: saved.

For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that
the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being justified by his grace, we should
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these
things | will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be
careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. (Titus
3:3-8)

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved) and
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
that in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:4-10)

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would



even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)

To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which
are sanctified by faith that is in me. (Acts 26:18)

Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 20:21)

As you read these scriptures, you have probably noticed that there are different verbs
used in response to the Gospel. They are believe, receive, hear, come, drink, eat, follow,
keep, enter, take, learn, confess, and repent. The subject is “whosoever” or “anyone” or
“ye” or “he.” The object of these verbs is always the Father or the Son and the result is
different words for salvation. This salvation takes place at the moment of belief.

I recognize that you believe that the Bible is the Word of God as long as it is correctly
translated. Pay no attention to those scriptures which are not correctly translated.

It is also possible that I may have taken a verse out of context. If so, it was not
intentional. To correct that, just read the whole chapter or book.

Baptism of the Holy Ghost:

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. (1
Corinthians 12:13)

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? (Romans 6:3)

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier
than 1, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire. (Matthew 3:11)

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence... But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (Acts 1:5, 8)

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:4)

While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.
(Acts 10:44)



Then remembered | the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost...When they heard these things, they
held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life. (Acts 11:16, 18)

Baptism with the Holy Ghost is the evidence of repentance unto life.
Baptism with water:

Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the
Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the
Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. (Acts 10:47-58)

Notice that they were baptized with water after they were baptized with the Holy Ghost.

I thank God that | baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius, lest any should say that |
had baptized in mine own name. And | baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides,
I know not whether | baptized any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach
the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none
effect. (1 Corinthians 1:15-17)

Baptism is not part of the Gospel. The Gospel is something that God does. Baptism with
water is something that man does.

New Covenant:

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 2Not according to the covenant that | made with
their fathers in the day that | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although | was an husband unto them, saith the
LORD: But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel; After
those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they
shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for |
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

This is quoted in Hebrews 10:16-17.

The Old Covenant was a two-way covenant. This covenant is a one-way covenant. Man
cannot break it. God is faithful even if we are not faithful.

The family:



Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power
of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as
the angels of God in heaven. (Matthew 22:29-30)

The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a
man to put away his wife for every cause? And he answered and said unto them, Have ye
not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, and
said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife:
and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. They say unto him, Why did
Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith
unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your
wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put
away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery:
and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. His disciples say unto
him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. But he said unto
them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are
some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb: and there are some
eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him
receive it. (Matthew 19:3-12)

Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it,
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh;
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are members of his
body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great
mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let every one of you
in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her
husband. (Ephesians 5:21-33)

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother;
which is the first commandment with promise, that it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:1-4)

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word,
they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives, while they
behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that



outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For
after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned
themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands, even as Sara obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with
any amazement. Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace
of life; that your prayers be not hindered. (1 Peter 3:1-7)

Read all of 1 Corinthians 7.
I encourage you to read the New Testament like a little child reads a story book, with
sincere interest, not with a critical, defensive mood. If it is true, then there is nothing to

be defensive about or to be afraid of.

With love and respect,

Jim Wilson



